
CA 12-1 & 2 
 

2027 ELLIS COMPETITION FOR DUO PIANISTS 
Biennial – Odd-numbered Years 

 
$20,000 1st Place Award 
$5,000 2nd Place Award 

 
Age Eligibility: Must have reached 18th, but not 39th birthday by June 1, 2027 
Deadline for Entry: All application materials, photos, bios, and YouTube videos must 
be submitted/uploaded to the NFMC website by March 1, 2027. 
Entry Fee: $50 per team, non refundable - visit NFMC Online Payment to pay entry fee. 
All applicants must be American citizens. 
 
SUBMISSIONS CHECKLIST: to be uploaded to the NFMC website. 
 

● Online application form 
● A cover page including title, composer, and timing of each movement of all 

pieces submitted. One link to the Audition video, labeled with Duo Team’s names 
● Statement that the Duo Team is not under professional management 
● Professional photo of the Duo Team 
● Bio of the Duo Team 
● Proof of American citizenship: copy of birth certificate, passport, or naturalization 

document 
● Entry Fee: $50.00 

 
AWARDS:  $20,000, First Prize  

Showcase Recital on June 17, 2027 at the NFMC Biennial Convention in 
Greenville, South Carolina,  plus two years of NFMC Booking 
Engagements. 
 
$5,000, Second Prize 
 
$1,000, Abild American Music Award 
To be awarded to the Duo Team with the best performance of American 
music repertoire. 
 

Entrants should be ready for a professional concert career, must not be, and must not 
ever have been, under professional management (i.e. paying an agent); however, 

https://www.nfmc-music.org/payment/


Ellis Duo winners are free to secure professional management immediately after 
winning the Ellis Duo Competition. 
 
COMPETITION: 
 
Submit a high-quality YouTube video of required repertoire. The performance must 
show that all repertoire is performed from memory.  
 
REPERTOIRE REQUIREMENTS: 
 

● A work by an American composer or Tableau by Benjamin Lees (commissioned 
by NFMC). 

● Three other works of contrasting styles and periods. Single movements of larger 
works are acceptable. One piece must be for one piano/four hands. 

● One complete duo piano concerto of the entrants’ choice. It is ideal to have a 
third pianist to play the orchestral reduction.  

 
All repertoire must be memorized, with the exception of the American piece. 
 
All repertoire should be composed originally for two pianos or one piano/four hands; or 
they may be transcribed by the composer for either settings. 
 
Winners will be notified by April 1, 2027. First Place Winners are required to attend the 
2027 NFMC Biennial Convention where they will be presented with their award. 
Second Place Winners will receive their award via mail. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


