
NFMC THELMA A. ROBINSON AWARD IN CONDUCTING 
Recognizing Excellence in Choral Conducting 

History and Overview 
In 1987, the twenty-fifth NFMC President, Mrs. Dwight D. Robinson announced she was 
using her love gift from the Ohio FMC as an endowed scholarship in conducting to give a 
$1000 award biennially.  The award is named in honor and memory of Thelma A. Robinson, 
an Ohio resident and  renowned conductor and advocate for choral music who made 
significant contributions to the field through her dedication, leadership, and artistry.  It was 
Mrs. Robinson’s desire to encourage Young Orchestral Conductors.  Since 2021 the award 
has been given annually. 

Purpose and Significance 
NFMC established this award to celebrate outstanding achievement and promise in choral 
conducting and to award a stipend to students successfully pursing a graduate degree at 
an Ohio University (originally the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music 
and now at Dayton University.) 

The award will be listed on the Competitions and Awards Chart of the National Federation 
of Music Clubs.  An annual sum of $1,000 will be available annually.  The stipend may be 
used for any career related purpose, such as the purchase of scores or books, travel to 
workshops and conferences or tuition/lesson coaching fees.  The total award amount may 
be awarded to one student or divided among several students. 

Eligibility and Application 
Recipients of the award are to be selected by the conducting faculty of the university 
(currently Dayton University).  Applicants for the Thelma A. Robinson Award in Conducting 
typically must meet certain eligibility criteria, including:  

• Demonstrated experience in choral conducting 

• Active involvement in musical organizations or educational institutions 

• A record of artistic achievement and dedication to choral music 

Candidates may be required to submit a resume, references, recordings, and a statement 
of their philosophy and goals in choral conducting. Specific guidelines and deadlines are 
established annually by the college.  Deadline for submitting award recipients name and 
fund request to NFMC is May 1 annually. 
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Administration 
A representative from the National Federation of Music Clubs will serve as liaison between 
the organization and the Division Head, Ensembles and Conducting.  Dayton University will 
provide the name(s), a biography and photograph of selected recipients.  The NFMC 
representative will file the necessary forms (CA 20-2) to award the stipend to the students.  
Dayton University will publicly recognize the National Federation of Music Clubs and the 
Thelma A. Robinson Award in Conducting in its award publications.  NFMC will promote the 
award and recognize recipients through its website: nfmc-music.org and various 
publications.   

Award Benefits 
The recipient of the Thelma A. Robinson Award receives national recognition, a monetary 
prize, and opportunities for professional development.  

Impact and Legacy 
Past recipients of the Thelma A. Robinson Award have gone on to make significant impacts 
in the world of choral music, leading choirs, teaching, and fostering a love of music in their 
communities. The award continues Thelma A. Robinson's legacy by nurturing future 
generations of inspiring conductors. 

Contact and Further Information 
For more details about the NFMC Thelma A. Robinson Award in Conducting, visit the 
official NFMC Competitions and Awards Chart or contact the NFMC liaison, Donna Gerber 
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